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PHOTO:

s marvelous as it is to be out in
nature, there is something nearly
as grand about sitting in a com-
fortable chair, drink in hand, with

% your eyes trained on distant snowy

peaks as they pass by, or the blue green gla-
cial lake at your feet as you absorb it all in 360

degree air conditioned comfori.

Serious rail travel aficionados consider GoldLeaf Service
on British Columbia’s Rocky Mountaineer to be the trip of a
lifetime. And once you’ve stepped aboard one of the Rocky
Mountaineer’s custom made bi-level rail coaches, fine dining,
leisurely pace, a focus on the natural world, and impeccable
service conspire to deliver the ultimate vacation commodity: time.

Wending its way through the Canadian Rockies and
along the mighty Fraser River, the Rocky Mountaineer’s four
routes are nothing if not deliberate. Maximizing exposure to
the natural world, all rail travel occurs during the day, with
the Mountaineer traveling a scant 280 miles each day. Saun-
tering along at just 30 mph, the train hugs narrow ledges
with twenty-mile-long mountain lakes on one side and snow-
capped mountains on the other. Passengers “ooh” and “ahh”
at the view, pointing out bald eagles and California bighorn
sheep that cling to jagged crags just a few feet above the

observation dome.

LUXURY SERVICE

While the Rocky Mountaineer also offers passengers its
RedLeaf level of service (which includes spacious reclin-
ing seats set alongside large picture windows), the Rocky
Mountaineer experience that draws up to 100,000 inter-
national travelers annually is the seamless marriage of the
unforgiving wilderness and luxury travel. In 2007, National
Geographic Magazine named the Rocky Mountaineer one
of the “World’s Best Rail Journeys,” likely referring to the
Mountaineer’s GoldLeaf Service, which offers a sumptuous
blend of luxury accommodation, fine dining, and unparal-
leled views of backcountry British Columbia.

GoldLeaf passengers spend most of their time aboard seated
on the glass-domed observation level. While complimentary
drinks and snacks are served here, formal meals are offered dur-
ing four daily breakfast/lunch seatings down below in a plush,

wood-paneled salon. This luxurious wood-paneled dining car
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delivers white-linen service and fresh
cut flowers. Passengers are offered a
selection of hot and cold entrees pre-
pared to their specification, while large
windows ensure that the Canadian
Rockies continue to provide a feast
for the eyes as well. Glistening green
in the high desert sun, British Colum-
bia’s signature ginseng farms are more
than just colorful trim atop the Fraser
River’s canyon walls. They’ve inspired
the Rocky Mountaineer’s four award-
winning chefs to draw heavily on local
and regional

ingredients to cre-

ate a menu that is sumptuous,
sustainable, and primarily locally/re-
gionally sourced.

For GoldLeaf travelers, luggage is
picked up each morning at the pas-
senger’s hotel and delivered to their
lodging choice in the train’s next
overnight destination. A courtesy van
drives ahead of the slow-moving train
and arranges to have guests checked
in, luggage taken to their rooms, and
room keys delivered to the station as
the train pulls in for the night.

Additionally, highly customizable

itineraries, variable accommodations

and numerous packages offer the
luxury of seemingly endless flexibility.
And, with its onboard elevator and
specially trained staff, travel on the
Rocky Mountaineer is all but seam-
less for older travelers or those with
mobility restrictions.

As you’d expect with any high
quality travel, the ultimate onboard
luxury is exceptional service that is

always there, but never intrusive. On

the Rocky Mountaineer’s GoldLeaf

coaches, highly specialized guides are

quick to point out and help set up
photographic opportunities before
they arrive. By journey’s end, these
“guest attendants” come across more
like knowledgeable traveling compan-

ions than paid guides.

INTO THE WILD
As the train snakes its way along the
canyon floors and ledges of the Rock-

ies, past gold mining towns long played

 Whistler Village



out and turned to other industries, it’s
clear that little has changed since the
days when fur trader and explorer
Simon Fraser first passed this way
looking to claim the land and establish
a trading post and toehold of civiliza-
tion amidst the wilderness. Fortunate-
ly civilization mostly lost that battle.

Though towns and signs of
industry appear on the horizon, grow
larger, and finally pass away, the gran-
deur and permanence of nature are
constant traveling companions on the
Rocky Mountaineer. It’s unclear if we
are watching the mountains as they
pass, or if it is they, who’ve been here
forever, who are watching us.

As a traveler on the Rocky Moun-
taineer, you are afforded the best of
both worlds. Luxury accommoda-
tions and service deliver you to na-
ture’s doorstep, and from there you
can remain in the lap of luxury, or
take time to explore Gold Rush
towns set deep in the wilderness and
hike the trails of the largest and most
northerly national park in the Cana-
dian Rockies. Here again, the luxury
of choice is left to the traveler.

The Rocky Mountaineer’s four
routes showcase the diversity of Brit-
ish Columbia. From the sea to the
high desert plateaus with glistening
green Ginseng farms, to the primor-
dial lushness of coastal rainforest,
and the high mountain grandeur of
the Canadian Rockies, the Moun-
taineer spoils you with views that go
home with you, tucked safely away,
waiting to surprise and remind you
when you get back home, and life

speeds up again. H
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